
 Regular Meeting of the Montvale Environmental Commission 
12 Mercedes Drive, Montvale, NJ 

Council Chambers at 7:45 pm 
 

April 15, 2013 
 
Chairman Vogt called the meeting of the Environmental Commission to order at 7:45 pm. 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Record and the Ridgewood News, 
informing the Public of the time and place, according to the provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L.1975).   
 
The roll call attendance was: W. Vogt (Chairman, P), P. Cohen (Vice-Chairman, P), W. 
Antczak (Alternate #2, P), D. Eichhorn (A), R. Hanrahan (P), E. Hugel (Alternate #1, P), R. 
Hutchison (A), R. Preston (P), L. Skoglund (P), J. Russo (Secretary, P).   
 
Approval of the Minutes for the March 18, 2013 Meeting   
A motion to approve the minutes from the March 18, 2013 meeting was made by                      
R. Hanrahan and seconded by L. Skoglund. The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
Communication/Correspondence None  
 
Natural Resource Inventory Committee Report None 
 
Environmental Review Committee Report None 
 
Tree and Wetlands Ordinance Committee Report None                                                
 
Environmental Commission Issues List No updates 
 
Applicant  
 
Amazing Grace Partners, LLC; 8 East Grand Avenue (Block 2408/Lot 3) 
George Varghese, owner, represented himself. The new owner will be operating an 
emergency medical office and a print shop. 
 
The generator and the air conditioning unit will be relocated to the south side of the 
property. A vinyl fence will replace the existing wooden fence. There are minor landscaping 
changes. The applicant was required to submit plans, since the landscaping is being 
modified and there is a change in ownership.  
 
Chairman Vogt said that the submitted plans contained inaccurate numbers and 
identification of species. The members also brought discrepancies to the owner’s attention. 
The plant list indicates six burning bushes whereas the plans contain four. The owner needs 
to change the plans to reflect all inaccuracies. Chairman Vogt asked that revised 
landscaping plans be submitted. However, reappearance before the Commission is not 
required.   
 
Lou Baldanza, owner of the Charlestown Apartments, which are located south of the 
applicant’s property, was in attendance at the meeting. Mr. Baldanza is interested in the 
proposed landscaping which will be facing the apartments. He asked whether a tree growing 
near the proposed fence could be removed. Chairman Vogt stated that the tree provides 
shade and will not be removed. After hearing about the revisions, etc. to the plans, Mr. 
Baldanza stated that he was satisfied with the landscaping. 



A roll call vote reflected that all the members were in favor of the revisions to the plans.  
Chairman Vogt asked the members if he might have their permission to send an approval 
letter, on behalf of the Commission, after he reviews the revised landscaping plans. A roll 
call vote reflected agreement that the Chairman should review the plans and was authorized 
to approve the plans. 
 
Meeting Opened to the Public   
A motion to open the meeting to the Public was made by L. Skoglund and seconded by R. 
Preston. No one wished to be heard. A motion to close the meeting to the Public was made 
by L. Skoglund and seconded by D. Eichhorn. 
 
Planning Board Liaison Report  

• Several use permits were approved.  
• Zoning changes regarding the DePiero’s Farm property are being discussed. 
• Vinari Enterprises, LLC (15 West Grand Avenue): The resolution was approved. 
• AEP Industries (95 Chestnut Ridge Road): The landscape plans submitted to the 

Planning Board need revision. Chairman Vogt will schedule an on-site meeting with 
their engineer. An appearance before the Environmental Commission is required.  

 
Inspections  
Enclave’s landscaping plans have been revised and new as-built plans were received. The 
inspection is tentatively scheduled for late April. L. Skoglund and E. Hugel have volunteered 
to accompany Chairman Vogt on the inspection.  
 
New Business  
The Environmental Commission received a request for volunteers to help the Park Ridge 
Green Team, Bergen County Clean Community and the Hackensack River Keepers with their 
annual cleanup. This event will take place on April 20, starting at 9:30 am. 
 
Residents are also invited and can contact Councilwoman LaMonica for additional 
information. Chairman Vogt had asked V. Chairman Cohen to gather additional information.  
P. Cohen reported that the volunteers are to report at 9:30am at Montvale’s Memorial Field, 
on Memorial Drive, where cleaning supplies will be distributed. A free lunch provided by 
Davey’s Locker, Montvale, will be available to all volunteers. The event will concentrate on 
cleaning the area along Muddy Brook. However, Councilwoman La Monica told P. Cohen that 
the volunteers are welcomed to clean other areas.  
 
The event will take place rain or shine. Chairman Vogt and E. Hugel will participate in the 
event. More information regarding date and time is available on the Borough’s website.  
Chairman Vogt will report back regarding the outcome of the event.   
 
Old Business None 
 
Adjournment 
Chairman Vogt asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was made by            
L. Skoglund and seconded by R. Preston. The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm. 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 20. All members are reminded to check their emails 
or the website for updates regarding cancellations.  


