
                  Special Meeting of the Montvale Environmental Commission 
12 Mercedes Drive, Montvale, NJ 

Council Chambers at 7:45 pm 
 

March 10, 2014 
 
Chairman Vogt called the meeting of the Environmental Commission to order at 7:45 pm. 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Record and the Ridgewood News, 
informing the Public of the time and place, according to the provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L.1975).   
 
The roll call attendance was: W. Vogt (Chairman, P), P. Cohen (Vice-Chairman, P), W. 
Antczak (Alternate #2, A), D. Eichhorn (A), R. Hanrahan (P), E. Hugel (Alternate #1, A), R. 
Hutchison (A), R. Preston (P), L. Skoglund (P), J. Russo (Secretary, P).  
 
Approval of the Minutes for the July 15, 2013 Meeting   
A motion to approve the minutes from the July 15, 2013 meeting was made by P. Cohen 
and seconded by R. Preston. L. Skoglund abstained. The minutes were approved.  
 
Chairman Vogt thanked the members for attending tonight’s special meeting. Chairman 
Vogt thanked Vice Chairman Cohen for submitting the end of year report to Mayor Fyfe. 
 
Communication/Correspondence A resident e-mailed Chairman Vogt and Mayor Fyfe 
regarding a law to restrict businesses from using plastic bags. Mayor Fyfe responded to the 
e-mail, stating that he does not want to regulate the use of plastic bags and prefers to leave 
that decision to the residents. 
 
There was an open discussion regarding the use of the bags in food stores. The members 
have noticed an increased use of reusable bags by shoppers. In addition, some members 
are aware that local coffee shops are encouraging use of reusable mugs. R. Hanrahan 
suggested educating the residents about reducing waste by submitting an article to the 
Borough Newsletter. The article could highlight the small financial incentive stores offer their 
consumers when a non-disposable bag is used. 
 
The Secretary will try to gather information for a future article. 
 
Montvale’s Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 26, 8:45am-1:00pm. Interested 
volunteers are asked to report to the red shed on Memorial Drive for receipt of cleaning 
supplies. The contact person for this event is Councilmember Leah LaMonica.  
 
Natural Resource Inventory Committee Report None 
 
Environmental Review Committee Report None 
 
Tree and Wetlands Ordinance Committee Report None 
                                            
Environmental Commission Issues List None 
 
Applicant  
The Reserve at Montvale: Upper Saddle River Road (Block 302/Lots 1&4; Block 
1002/Lot 7) 
The applicant was represented by F. Chesler, K. Hovnanian Legal Counselor, J. Crane, K. 
Hovnanian Land Development Manager, and P. Ruskan P.E., of PS & S.  



The project was first introduced in 2010. Since then, the number of townhouses and 
affordable units has been reduced. K. Hovnanian is trying to maintain the natural 
landscaping surrounding the development.  
 
There are some inconsistencies regarding symbols on the plans and the quantities on the 
plant list. Chairman Vogt stated that the quantities on the plant list prevail over the number 
of symbols. R. Hanrahan asked a question regarding the line of disturbance and whether the 
previously obtained NJ DEP license had expired. F. Chesler stated that, because of the slow 
economy, the State has adopted a new law extending all such license expiration dates.  
 
Chairman Vogt asked for a roll call vote for approval of the landscape plans. All members 
voted in favor of the plans.  An approval letter will be emailed to the appropriate individuals.  
 
Meeting Opened to the Public   
A motion to open the meeting to the Public was made by P. Cohen and seconded by R. 
Preston. No one wished to be heard. A motion to close the meeting to the Public was made 
by R. Preston and seconded by L. Skoglund 
 
Planning Board Liaison Report None 
 
Inspection 
Davey’s Irish Pub/Excel, the Bistro, and the Bank of America are all requesting inspections. 
Because of the excessive snow, inspections have been put on “hold.” Contingent upon the 
snow melting, the inspections are tentatively scheduled either for March 20th or March 27th. 
Chairman Vogt will contact the members as soon as the date is set. L. Skoglund already 
committed to being available on both days. 
 
Chairman Vogt said he believes that the Bank of America has withdrawn their project after 
they appeared before the Planning Board. 
 
Old Business  None 
 
Adjournment 
Chairman Vogt asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was made by R. 
Preston and seconded by P.Cohen. The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for March 17th.   


