
                   Meeting of the Montvale Environmental Commission 
12 Mercedes Drive, Montvale, NJ 

Council Chambers at 7:45 pm 
 

March 16, 2015 
 
Chairman Vogt called the meeting of the Environmental Commission to order at 7:45 pm. 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Record and the Ridgewood News, 
informing the Public of the time and place, according to the provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L.1975).   
 
The roll call attendance was: W. Vogt (Chairman, P), P. Cohen (Vice-Chairman, P),                       
W. Antczak (P), D. Eichhorn (A), R. Hanrahan (P), R. Preston (P), L. Skoglund (P), J. Russo 
(Secretary, P).  
 
Approval of the Minutes for the June 16, 2014 Meeting   
A motion to approve the minutes from the June 16th meeting was made by P. Cohen and 
seconded by W. Antczak The minutes were approved.  
 
Communication/Correspondence ANJEC membership was renewed.  
 
Natural Resource Inventory Committee Report None 
 
Environmental Review Committee Report None 
 
Tree and Wetlands Ordinance Committee Report None 
                                          
Environmental Commission Issues List None 
 
Applicants  
Palfrey Residence: 23 Shepard Drive (Block 505/Lot 12) 
Landscape contractor Bill Vlasich and Mr. Palfrey were in attendance to answer questions. 
The project involves landscaping to ensure privacy and aesthetics for an in-ground pool. The 
applicant was required to appear before the Commission because of a major soil moving 
application. Chairman Vogt had spoken with Mr. Vlasich prior to the meeting. Modifications 
to the landscape plan were made.  
 
Chairman Vogt questioned the growth potential of Norway Spruces and Green Giant 
Arborvitae. He also asked Mr. Palfrey if he was satisfied with the modifications. Mr. Palfrey 
said that both he and his wife were satisfied with the plans.  
 
Since everyone was satisfied with the plans, Chairman Vogt asked for a motion to approve 
the modified plans. P. Cohen made the motion and L. Skoglund seconded it. The 
landscaping plans (revision date: 02/22/15) were unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
An approval letter will be emailed to the appropriate individuals.  
 
Chairman Vogt asked Mr. Palfrey to notify the Secretary of the Environmental Commission 
upon completion of the project so that a final inspection can be scheduled.  
 
BCUW/Madeline Housing Partners, LLC: 11 East Grand Avenue (Block 1606/Lot 6) 
Engineer Richard Eichenlaub and Project Manager Eamon Bencivengo represented the 
applicant. The project involves the renovation of the existing structure for senior apartments 
and the building of a group home.  



The large Beech Tree in the front and the Oak Tree in the rear will remain. Both trees will be 
protected during the construction. Many of the other trees are diseased and/or not worth 
saving. The field next to the building will remain as Borough property, but will no longer be 
utilized by the Recreation Department.  
 
New landscaping will provide heavy screening along the north side of the property. 
Arborvitae will screen the dumpster area. There will be an area in the parking lot to 
accommodate plowed snow. The number of parking spaces exceeds the Borough 
requirements. Chairman Vogt asked if the grassy area will be seeded or if sod would be 
used. The ground has a natural slope. Hence, establishing a lawn by seeding would be 
difficult. Engineer Eichenlaub agreed with Chairman Vogt. Chairman Vogt asked that the 
revision date be changed from 12/10/14 to 1/20/2015.  
 
Chairman Vogt asked for a motion to approve the plans. P. Cohen made the motion and L. 
Skoglund seconded it. The plans were unanimously approved by roll call vote. An approval 
letter will be emailed to the appropriate individuals.  
 
Chairman Vogt asked Engineer Eichenlaub to notify the Secretary of the Environmental 
Commission upon completion of the project so that a final inspection can be scheduled. 
 
Meeting Opened to the Public   
A motion to open the meeting to the Public was made by P. Cohen and seconded by R. 
Preston. No one wanted to be heard. 
 
Meeting Closed to the Public 
A motion to close the meeting to the Public was made by R. Preston and seconded by P. 
Cohen. 
 
New Business  
Boy Scout Gregory Almeida presented his Eagle Scout Project. G. Almeida’s project was to 
create a template for the Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI) on public land in 
Montvale.  
 
Prior to tonight’s presentation, G. Almeida met with Planning Board Chairman John DePinto, 
Environmental Commission Chairman Wolfgang Vogt and two Scout mentors. The project is 
very large and is intended to be a database that can be constantly updated as conditions 
change. The goal of the project is to provide information that will assist the Borough with 
future construction projects and to provide a baseline number of large trees in certain 
areas.  
 
After the presentation there was a short question and answer session. Chairman Vogt 
provided suggestions to improve the project, which will be presented at a future meeting of 
the Mayor and Council.   
 
Chairman Vogt announced that our new Council liaison is Michael Ghassali. Unfortunately, 
Councilman Ghassali was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. The Environmental 
Commission welcomes him.  
 
Planning Board Liaison Report 
Since the last meeting of the Environmental Commission in June 2014, the Planning Board 
issued several use permits, considered numerous soil moving applications, and approved 
sign applications. Additional details can be found in the Planning Board section of the 
Borough’s website. 



Inspections  
• Sulzer Residence (98 East Grand Avenue): Landscaping was found to be in 

compliance. An approval letter was sent to the appropriate individuals, authorizing 
the release of escrow monies. Chairman Vogt thanked L. Skoglund for her help with 
the inspection. 

• Tonnelli (115 Grand Avenue): Chairman Vogt inspected the property and sent his 
report detailing the issues to the builder. The landscaping was not approved; 
therefore escrow monies were not released.  

• Pucciarelli Residence (32 Donnybrook Road): Inspection is pending due to snow 
still covering the landscaping.  

 
Old Business  
Alternate Positions #1 and #2 on the Environmental Commission remain vacant.   
 
Adjournment 
Chairman Vogt asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was made by W. 
Antczak and seconded by P. Cohen. The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 pm. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for April 20. Members will be emailed in the event the 
meeting is cancelled. Members are reminded to notify Chairman Vogt and the Secretary if 
they are unable to attend.  


