
                   Meeting of the Montvale Environmental Commission 

12 Mercedes Drive, Montvale, NJ 

Council Chambers at 7:45 pm 

 

May 18, 2015 

 

Chairman Vogt called the meeting of the Environmental Commission to order at 7:45 pm. 

adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Record and the Ridgewood News, 

informing the Public of the time and place, according to the provisions of the Open Public 

Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L.1975).   

 

The roll call attendance was: W. Vogt (Chairman, P), P. Cohen (Vice-Chairman, P), W. 

Antczak (P), D. Eichhorn (P), R. Hanrahan (P), R. Preston (P), L. Skoglund (A), J. Russo 

(Secretary, P).  

 

Approval of the Minutes from the March 16, 2015 Meeting   

A motion to approve the minutes from the March 16th meeting was made by P. Cohen and 

seconded by R. Preston. The minutes were approved.  

 

Communication/Correspondence 

ANJEC correspondence is mailed directly to the members’ addresses.   

 

Natural Resource Inventory Committee Report 

R. Hanrahan informed the Commission that Boy Scout Gregory Almeida had completed his 

Eagle Scout Project. G. Almeida’s project was to create a template of an Environmental 

Resource Inventory (ERI) on six parcels of land in Montvale.  

 

There was a discussion regarding the possible use of the database and its future 

maintenance. R. Preston said that the project provided awareness of the importance of an 

ERI to the Mayor and Council, Planning Board, and the Environmental Commission. In his 

opinion, if the database serves as a template, the Eagle Scout project should be viewed as a 

success.  

 

Chairman Vogt stated that since a professional did not perform this project, he had 

reservations regarding how useful a tool it would be for the Environmental Commission. 

 

Councilman M. Ghassali offered to bring this document to the table at a Mayor and Council 

Workshop Meeting, seeking their advice as to how the Borough wants to proceed with this 

potential ERI. Councilman Ghassali will report back to the Environmental Commission 

regarding the outcome of this meeting. 

  

Environmental Review Committee Report 

There was no report. Chairman Vogt said that he would like to discuss if this committee 

should be disbanded, since there rarely is any report. At least for now, the members would 

prefer to keep this committee. 

 
Tree and Wetlands Ordinance Committee Report  

There was no report. Chairman Vogt reminded the members that the Environmental 

Commission formed a Tree Ordinance Committee approximately fifteen years ago.  

R. Hanrahan, the Chair of this Committee, was very instrumental in drafting several 

different tree ordinances over the years. However, none were considered by the Mayor and 

Council. 



In more recent years, the Mayor formed a new Tree Ordinance Committee, this time with a 

Councilperson in charge. This also produced fruitless results. At present, a small group of 

three individuals was formed in the hope of creating a very basic but enforceable tree 

ordinance. It was not clear as to who was involved in the formation of this latest incarnation 

of the Tree Ordinance Committee. 

 

Councilman Ghassali, Council Liaison to the Environmental Commission, said he would be 

willing to inquire about this new group at a forthcoming meeting of the Mayor and Council. 

He promised to get back to the Environmental Commission with the outcome. 

 

Chairman Vogt recommended that, if the Environmental Commission version of the Tree 

Ordinance Committee is no longer needed for input, etc., it should be disbanded. 

 

Environmental Commission Issues List 

There was no report. A discussion took place regarding the fact that no entries had been 

added to the list in many months. After a discussion, it was decided that the members want 

to maintain the list.  

 

Applicant 

20 Craig Road Owner, LLC: 20 Craig Road (Block 1902/Lot 11) 

Landscape designer Michael Dwyer and Michael Costello, P.E. were in attendance to answer 

questions. The project involves landscaping after the building is retrofitted for a new tenant.  

 

The changes include the addition of a loading dock, widening of the entire loading area to 

accommodate tractor-trailer movement, new curbing, and re-striping of parking spaces. 

The applicant is awaiting approval of their resolution by the Planning Board.  

 

R. Preston questioned whether there was an irrigation system in place, and if the plantings 

were guaranteed. M. Dwyer said he was not aware of any irrigation system on the property. 

The plantings will be watered manually and are guaranteed for one year. D. Eichhorn said 

there was a labeling error. Chairman Vogt stated that the landscaping schedule would be 

followed, if there were a discrepancy.  

 

Chairman Vogt said the ‘Winter Red’ winterberry holly needs a pollinator in order to produce 

berries. One male holly will be planted in place of a female holly in the back landscaping bed 

and two male hollies will be planted in each of the front landscaping beds, replacing two 

female hollies.  

 

Chairman Vogt requested that two 24” X 36” stepping-stones be placed in the traffic islands 

to serve as a pedestrian walkway. M. Dwyer said he will use bluestone and will plant the 

pollinators.  

 

Since everyone was satisfied with the plans, Chairman Vogt asked for a motion for approval. 

D. Eichhorn made the motion and R. Hanrahan seconded it. The landscaping plans (revision 

date: 04/27/15) were unanimously approved by roll call vote. An approval letter will be 

emailed to the appropriate individuals.  

 

Chairman Vogt asked Mr. Dwyer to notify the Secretary of the Environmental Commission 

upon completion of the project so that a final inspection can be scheduled.  

 

Meeting Opened to the Public   

A motion to open the meeting to the Public was made by P. Cohen and seconded by R. 

Preston. No one wanted to be heard. 



Meeting Closed to the Public 

A motion to close the meeting to the Public was made by R. Preston and seconded by P. 

Cohen. 

 

Planning Board Liaison Report 

Chairman Vogt reported on the following. 

 The Planning Board approved several use permit applications.  

 A variance was approved for 34 North Middletown Road.  

 The Chestnut Ridge Shopping Center’s sign and dumpster repositioning were 

approved. 

 The Planning Board attorney was authorized to prepare a resolution for an amended 

site plan approval for 20 Craig Road, involving restriping of the parking area, a 

loading dock, and signage. 

 Memorial Sloan Kettering applied for a use permit. They also requested approval to 

build 5,000 square feet of the 60,000 square foot expansion that had been approved 

in 2007. Approval was granted for both. 

 

Inspection  

 Puccarelli Residence (32 Donnybrook Road): Landscaping was found to be in 

compliance. An approval letter was sent to the appropriate individuals, authorizing 

the release of escrow monies. 

 

Old Business  

Alternate Positions #1 and #2 on the Environmental Commission remain vacant.   

 

Adjournment 

Chairman Vogt asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was made by W. 

Antczak and seconded by P. Cohen. The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for June 15. Members will be emailed in the event the 

meeting is cancelled. Members are reminded to notify Chairman Vogt and the Secretary if 

they are unable to attend.  


