
MyMontvale is produced by
Pascack Valley Community Life. 

www.pvcommunitylife.com

July 2015

© North Jersey Media Group Inc. 2015

MyMontvaleMyMontvale
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE BOROUGH OF MONTVALE

MONTVALE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

JULY’S SPOTLIGHT
Adult Department   

WHAT: “Go, van Gogh!”
WHEN: Thursday, July 23, at 7 p.m.
INFO: Slide presentation on artist
Vincent van Gogh with art educator Dr.
Michael Norris. Register now by phone,
in person, or by email to montvaleli-
braryprograms@gmail.com.

Children’s Department

WHAT: “Garden Arts”
WHEN: Tuesday, July 21, at 4 p.m.
INFO: For children in kindergarten and
up. In-person registration required.

NEW THIS SUMMER

Thanks to support from the Mayor and
Council, the Library will have normal
hours of service (10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) on
four Saturdays in August: August 1,
August 8, August 15 and August 22.
Should this prove popular, and should
future budgets support the additional
hours, Saturday service in August will
become a permanent part of the
Library’s schedule.

LOOKING AHEAD TO AUGUST
Adult Department

“Downloading Magazines with Zinio” –
Afternoon and evening classes, August
10-13. Registration starts July 27.

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!         

Time to donate “gently used” but no-
longer wanted books, CDs, DVDs and
books-on-CD for the Friends of the
Library Book Sale. The sale will be held
on Saturday, Sept. 26, and Sunday,
Sept. 27.

FOR INFORMATION ON LIBRARY
SERVICES AND PROGRAMS:

Visit the Montvale Library’s website at
montvale.bccls.org, email the Library at
movlcirc@bccls.org, or telephone the
Library at 201-391-5090.  Stop by and
visit us, too!

CHIEF FOR A DAY!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BOROUGH OF MONTVALE

LOCAL ASSISTANCE
The following emergency
items are particularly
needed at this time at the
Pascack Food Center:

• Tuna fish
• Rice 
• Tea and coffee
• Evaporated milk
• Paper towels
• Toilet tissue

Please drop off your dona-

tions in the bin outside the
Library at Borough Hall.
Many thanks for your gen-
erosity!

Kathie Bowen
Public Assistance Director
201-307-0534

Madeleine Djedji, a Memorial
School student, reported for
duty with the Montvale Police
Department on June 5, 
serving as "Chief for a Day."

Pictured is Montvale Police
Chief Jeremy Abrams with
Djedji at a ceremony at the
Bergen County Justice Center,
and (left) Djedji giving orders
for the day to Officer Matthew
Vladick. View more photos of
the day's activities on page
three.
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Welcome to Montvale’s July 2015 Newsletter:
Congratulations to the Montvale Chamber of

Commerce on another successful and rain-free
Street Fair. Paragon Drive was packed with peo-
ple from all over the area from the beginning to
the end. Our Chamber is one of the most success-
ful ones anywhere, and the time and effort they
put into their events is truly remarkable. In addi-
tion, all of the money they make on their events
goes right back to the community in the form of
scholarships and other local community groups.  

Montvale’s 2015 Day in the Park didn’t have
the cooperation of the weather but it was still a
success. Lots of people came down to brave the
constant mist and general “yucky” weather and
enjoyed the day. A huge thank you goes out to
the Recreation Committee for putting together another great day. It
is quite stressful when the weather plays tricks on you after all the
work that goes into an event like that, and Jim Freeman and his

committee just shrug it off and keep plugging away.  Of
course, our fireworks were great as usual. Kudos also to
the Pascack Valley DPW for being available all through-
out the day to help the committee any way they could. 

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center has closed
on their building on Summit Avenue. We held a pre-
construction/design meeting with all the relevant
departments. It is a huge undertaking and will require
the cooperation of borough officials and inspectors, and
their architects and project managers. We will, of
course, do whatever we can to help things roll along.
As of today, MSKCC is hoping for a July 2017 opening. 

The DePiero’s Farm/Wegmans development is still in
appellate court and could be until the end of this year.
Even so, progress may begin before the court case is set-
tled, depending on a number of things the developers

have to consider.  When you see equipment on the site, you’ll
know it is underway!

Here’s to a safe and happy first half of the summer!

Roger J Fyfe
Mayor

MAYOR’S MESSAGE JULY

Hello Montvale: 

There are a number of tips to help keep your
home safe while you are on vacation.  

• Stop routine deliveries to your house. The
mail, paper, water and similar home deliveries
piling up outside your door are sure giveaways no
one is home.  

• Keep a light on inside the house in the evening but put it on a
timer. The same light on all night will look curious to thieves.  

• Do not broadcast on social media you are away. Your posts on
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Snapchat, Instagram and other
accounts is where personal details are routinely shared and often can
be accessed by thieves combing the Internet for potential targets.

• The spare key you keep in the fake rock fools no one. Thieves will
check for the hidden spare key under your doormat, under the potted
plant or in one of the other common hiding places people use.
Remove the spare if you are away. Leave it with a neighbor or rela-
tive.

• Let the police know you will be away. We have a registry where
the patrol division will be notified that a residence is supposed to be
unoccupied. This also provides us with the ability to contact you or a
person you designate in the event of an emergency.

• Have a trusted neighbor, friend or family member keep an eye on
your house while you are away.  

A reminder about leaving children or pets in a vehicle during the
hot summer months: On a sunny day when the temperature is 70
degrees the interior temperature of a vehicle can reach 115 degrees. If
the external temperature is in the mid 90s, your car can reach as high
as 135 degrees. Your children and pets are at severe risk in that hot
environment for heat cramps, heat exhaustion, dehydration and heat
stroke which can lead to seizures, coma and death. Keeping a win-
dow cracked does little to reduce the vehicle temperature. Leaving

the car running without a driver and with a child inside presents
another set of dangerous problems like potential carbon monoxide
poisoning, the car being stolen with the child inside, the child “play-
ing” with the vehicle controls and putting the car in gear and choking
or squeezing injuries from the child “playing” with the power win-
dows. Take the kids and pets out of the vehicle when no driver is
present.

Stay safe,
Chief Jeremy Abrams

MONTVALE POLICE DEPARTMENT

THINKSTOCK
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During the 24-hour period from 2 p.m. on June 27
through 2 p.m. on June 28, the communications section
of OEM, Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service
(RACES) completed its annual long term exercise
testing equipment and the agility of communications
personnel at the Borough Hall in the Emergency
Operations Center (EOC).  

During periods of severe storms or other emergen-
cies, it is not uncommon for conventional modes of
communication to become useless such as telephones and
the Internet. Also, electrical power may be affected. Fortunately
radio communications is not affected by telephone, Internet and
power lines being out of service. The governing body for Montvale

still has the ability to communicate with county, state, feder-
al agencies, and to reach FEMA if necessary. Obviously

the communications section of OEM is a vital part of
recovery.

The exercise is titled “Field Day” and the communi-
cations section is staffed by volunteer federally licensed
amateur radio operators. During the drill/exercise,

Morse code and voice communications were employed.
Hundreds of contacts were completed from all areas of the

country. The results were sent to the American Radio Relay
League (ARRL) in Newington, Conn., for review and scoring. Not
all, but many municipalities nationwide participate in this annual
drill/exercise as part of the OEM training process.

HAIL TO THE CHIEF

FROM YOUR OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT (OEM)

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BOROUGH OF MONTVALE

Police Chief Jeremy Abrams relinquishes his command to Chief of the Day Madeleine Djedji and, later in the day, the two chiefs
joined Bergen County Sheriff Michael Saudino at the Empire Club in Little Ferry for a luncheon.

“Like” the Borough of Montvale, New Jersey on Facebook for timely updates, emergency noti-

fications, and community news. You can like the Borough of Montvale, New Jersey by going to

the Montvale.org website, or through your own Facebook page.

BOROUGH OF MONTVALE IS ON FACEBOOK

CONGRESSMAN GARRETT’S OFFICE
Every second Thursday of the month, there will be a representative from the Hon. Scott Garrett’s office at Borough Hall to address any

concerns or questions you may have. Andrew Whitehouse will be there between 1 and 3 p.m. in Conference Room 1.
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MONTVALE BOARD OF HEALTH

ADULT PROGRAMS
TENNIS 

A magnetic locking sys-
tem is installed on the
court gates of both the
Memorial Drive and Chest-
nut Ridge tennis courts.  This sys-
tem has proven to be an effective way to reduce the number of non-
registered people using our courts. Each year residents who wish to
use the courts must register to receive their new access card.

Membership registration for the 2015 season which runs from
March 1 through Dec. 31, may be purchased at Borough Hall during
normal business hours.  The 2015 tennis fee schedule is:

CATEGORY RESIDENT           NON-RESIDENT
Adult $30                              $60
*Student (14-18) $10                              $20
Family $50                             $100
Senior Citizen FREE                          FREE

*A student registering alone must register as an adult. 

ROUND ROBIN TENNIS
The courts are reserved for this program on Thursday evenings

from 6 to 9 p.m. on Memorial Drive. All registered men and women
are eligible to participate. There is no fee for this program. The pro-
gram runs from mid May through the end of August. You may register
for round robin when you register for tennis passes and/or lessons. If
the program is not running, the courts are open to all registered par-
ticipants. 

KID’S CORNER
SUMMER CAMP

Participation in this program is open to any Montvale resident who
will be entering Grades 1-7 in September. Camp activities include
bowling at the Montvale Lanes, swimming at the Montvale Swim
Club, guest entertainers, arts and crafts and daily “special events.”
Registration is still open for this program. You may register at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.  Although we do our best to
keep camp open, in the event of severe inclement weather there is the
possibility that we may have to close Camp.
DATES: June 30 through July 25
PLACE: Memorial School Complex
TIME: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (Monday through Friday)
RESIDENT FEE: $200 per child (family max $650) 
NON-RESIDENT FEE: $250 per child (family max $800) 

The parks on Memorial Drive will be closed from 9:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. during the summer camp season.

Due to growing number of incidents
involving sudden cardiac arrest that have
occurred locally, the Montvale Board of
Health members wanted to be proactive and
voted in favor of offering  free courses to its
residents and borough employees.  Over the
last several months three classes were
offered to the residents at the Senior Com-
munity Center and a non-certified AED
class to the seniors. 
Sudden cardiac arrest kills every 1.7 minutes
— even among active people without known
or pre-existing heart conditions. Seventy-five
percent of sudden cardiac arrest events
occur in the home. Sixteen percent occur in
community areas such as malls, sporting
events and schools. (Source: Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CD), AHA.)

The Montvale Board of Health, in part-
nership with the Health Awareness Regional
Program of HackensackUMC, wishes to
acknowledge approximately 54 Montvale

residents who have successfully completed
the American Heart Association Heartsaver
AED/CPR certification class. In addition,
the employees of the Borough of Montvale
administration office and a few employees
from the library are currently CPR/AED
certified.  

The Board of Health recommended to
Mayor Roger Fyfe and Council members
that a public accessible AED machine be
located in the lobby at Borough Hall and the
Mayor and Council unanimously approved
the purchase. 

The Board of Health would like to thank
Joanne Wendolowski, public health nurse of
Health Awareness Regional Program of
HackensackUMC, for her assistance in
organizing and administering the classes, the
Mayor and Council for approval of acquir-
ing the AED unit, and the residents of the
community for their interest in becoming
certified.

MONTVALE RECREATION DEPARTMENT

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS MOSS

Alex Moss administering CPR at the June
16 class at the Montvale Senior &
Community Center.



The Montvale PBA, Local
303, is deploying its first ever
Summer Safety Program.
Montvale PBA members will
be handing out vouchers (pic-
tured) for one free, small
Slurpee when they see chil-
dren displaying bicycle and
pedestrian safety. Children
may be asked some general
safety questions as well. The
voucher is only redeemable at
the 7-Eleven, 1 North
Kinderkamack Road, Mont-
vale, until Sept. 7. For more
information regarding this

program, contact the Mont-
vale PBA at
montvalepba@gmail.com.  
Have a fun and safe summer.

Kash Cruise
President
Montvale PBA, Local 303

MONTVALE PBA
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FROM THE
CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL

I would like to take this opportunity to make our residents aware
of a problem that has been occurring in town. There has been a
recent rash of chimney and chimney liner related incidents where
chimney contractors have pressured residents, some elderly, into
work that may or may not have been needed. Some of these incidents
involved a salesman inside the home speaking with the homeowner
while another person is on the roof examining the chimney and, more
often than not, stating there is immediate work that needs to be done
on the chimney. If they don’t act fast, they are putting their home in
danger of a fire.

Certainly, such tactics would alarm any homeowner so I offer the
following suggestions if you are confronted with such a situation:

1. Be wary of a chimney contractor if you have not made the initial
call for him to come to your home.

2. Do not let anybody on your roof without your express 
permission.

3. Do not sign anything until you have received at least two cost
estimates for the work you want done.

4. Make sure the contractor has a NJ Contractor Registration
Number and can produce it at your request. My office can help you
determine if the license is current or expired.

5. Take note of the name and license plate number of the 
contractor’s vehicle they arrived in at your house. 

6. Question the contractors as to who will pay for building permits.
Except for some general repair work, permits will be required for
chimney liners. If you are unsure, please call my office and we will
guide you as to the requirements.

7. If you feel you are being coerced into signing a contract, it is best
to do nothing until you have had the chance to research the contrac-
tor more thoroughly.

This is not intended to paint all chimney contractors with a broad
brush as there are many reputable chimney specialists in business.
You are encouraged to be diligent in checking their references and
ask questions when you do not feel comfortable. If we all follow these
simple suggestions, Montvale will be less of a “target” community for
unscrupulous contractors in all trades.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOROUGH OF MONTVALE

Keep Kids Alive Drive 25 trashcan decals (9”X12”) are
available for pick up at Borough Hall, 2nd floor, at the
front counter. 

‘KEEP KIDS ALIVE’
DECALS AVAILABLE
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MONTVALE IN AUGUST
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

District 3 & 4
Yard Waste Pick-up

WestEast Central
Planning Board 
Mtg. 7:30 p.m

.

5
District 3 & 4

Yard Waste Pick-up

6 7 8

9
East

10
Central
Mayor & Council 
Mtg. 7:30 p.m.

11
West

12
District 1 & 2

Yard Waste Pick-up

13 14 15

16
East
Environmental

Commission Mtg. 
7:45 p.m.

17
Central

18
West

19 20 21 22

23
30 East

24
Central
Mayor & Council 
Mtg. 7:30 p.m.

25
West

26
District 1 & 2

Yard Waste Pick-up

27 28 29

2 3 4

MONTVALE 
OFFICIALS
ADMINISTRATION

ADMINISTRATOR/MUNICIPAL CLERK
Maureen Iarossi-Alwan - miarossi@montvaleboro.org

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

MAYOR
Roger J. Fyfe (R) - mayorfyfe@montvaleboro.org

COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Rose Curry (R) – rcurry@montvaleboro.org

COUNCIL
Mike Ghassali (R) – mghassali@montvaleboro.org

Dieter Koelling (R) – dkoelling@montvaleboro.org

Leah J. LaMonica (R) – llamonica@montvaleboro.org

Timothy E. Lane (R) – tlane@montvaleboro.org

Salvatore J. Talarico (R) – stalarico@montvaleboro.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

MONTVALE BOROUGH HALL
12 Mercedes Drive, Montvale, NJ 07645
Phone: 201-391-5700    Visit www.montvale.org
TV: Cablevision-CH 77  Verizon FIOS-CH 35

Local Mtg.
Household Trash 
Recycable Pick-Up 

Service Key

EXCITING
NEWS FROM 

THE TAX
DEPARTMENT

Starting in August all residents
will be able to take advantage of a
new drop box that is located out-
side of the main entrance of the
library at 12 Mercedes Drive.

This drop box is to be used for
tax payments only. Checks only.
NO CASH.

Any payments placed in the
drop box will not be processed
until the next business day.

31
East

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOROUGH OF MONTVALE



8 JULY 2015    MyMontvale

MONTVALE SENIOR CLUB
The members of the Montvale Senior Club have been very active

this spring and have enjoyed several day trips and a three-day
overnight excursion. A large group of our members enjoyed a baseball
game at the Boulder’s Stadium in Rockland County. This was an
exciting day for our baseball fans. There are many trips coming up
including another overnight tour and they will be announced shortly.
We have had our pizza and bingo evenings which are very popular
and draw a large crowd. We are always looking for suggestions for
entertainment and activities for our members to enjoy. Come and
share your suggestions for activities, classes, trips or educational
opportunities.

We have a beautiful facility located at One Memorial Drive in
Montvale. The facility has become very popular and offers a wide
variety of activities to please all. In November each year, the members
of our police department entertain Montvale seniors with a wonderful
Harvest Dinner they prepare and serve. All our members look for-
ward to this welcomed event.  We offer a special Mother’s Day lunch-
eon and a Valentine’s Day event also.  

We are proud to offer a wide range of activities including card
groups, trips, chair exercises, line dancing, pizza and bingo nights,
movies and popcorn activities, canasta classes, mahjong and compan-
ionship. We welcome your suggestions for future programs, speakers
and classes. Our group offers companionship and opportunity to
meet and socialize with others. Join us at our business meeting on the
first Thursday of each month at the Senior Center at 12 p.m.  Our
annual dues continue to be only $8.  Try us out, you will be pleasantly
surprised.

TBVAC is a successful organization
because of our dedicated volunteers and the
support and generosity we receive from the
community.  We are always looking for more
volunteers — together we can make a differ-
ence. 

If you or someone you know is interested
in becoming a member of TBVAC, please
contact us at 201-391-2332, or visit our web-
site at www.triboroambulance.org.  

Our patio project is still ongoing and we
are currently selling engraved brick pavers as
a fund raiser for TBVAC.  We would like to
thank Montvale Landscaping, Keller Williams
Associates and Chatham Irrigation for their
generous donations with this project. The
engraved bricks have been placed in our patio
and it looks amazing. For those of you that
have purchased an engraved brick we thank
you and invite you to visit the patio located
behind the ambulance building at 10 Mill
Road in Park Ridge, NJ to see the outcome.  

For anyone wanting information on pur-
chasing an engraved brick, please visit our
website at www.triboroambulance.org.  

TRI-BORO AMBULANCE CORPS IS LOOKING FOR
VOLUNTEERS!


